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@Eﬂ Abortion Incidence and Severity of Related-Complications in Liberia

Unsafe abortion is defined as a procedure for terminating a pregnancy that is performed by persons lacking the
necessary skills or in an environment, not in conformity with minimal medical standards, or both. Unsafe abortion is
among top causes of maternal illnesses and deaths and the treatment of abortion complications drains significant
health system resources. There is limited scientific information available on the context in which women seek unsafe
abortions, the magnitude of the unsafe abortion problem, and the resulting complications from such abortions.

This evidence brief summarizes the findings of a 2021 nationwide abortion study in Liberia that aimed to estimate the
incidence and severity of related complications.

Methodology

The study used the Abortion Incidence and Complications Methodology (AICM) approach to estimate the induced
abortion incidence and the severity of complications. Data was collected using three surveys, including the Health
Facilities Survey (HFS), the Knowledgeable Informant Survey (KIS), and the Prospective Morbidity Survey (PMS). All
data collection was done between September 2021 and March 2022.

Key Findings
q : Incidence of Induced Abortion
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Severity of abortion complications among women treated in health facilities, Liberia, 2021

Abortion - related complication in Liberia
Infection and or sepsis 59%

Hemorrhage
Systolic BO <91
Temperature (>37.3)

Evidence of foreign body

Shock
Organ system failure

Uterine perforation

pulse> 119 beats/minute
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Prevalence of abortion complications among patients seeking care in facilities
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Induced abortions are common in Liberia, and most of these induced abortions can be linked to unintended
pregnancies. Most women present in health facilities with severe and near-miss complications that threaten their lives
and can potentially result in death. Such complications tend to demand attendance by highly skilled providers (such as
physicians and gynecologists) and long hospital admissions.

Sy e

Advance legal and policy reforms that address the causes of unsafe abortions and unintended
pregnancies, and provide an enabling environment for access to sexual and reproductive health services
for all women and girls.

Expanding access to quality post-abortion care, including post-abortion contraception counseling and
method provision at all health system levels. This also includes strengthening the capacity of lower-level
health facilities and mid-level providers to provide quality care.

Ensure full dissemination and implementation of the revised Public Health Law once passed to all
communities, health facilities, and policymakers.

Community education and awareness on the dangers of unsafe abortion, existing legal status of abortion
and current access points (e.g. hospitals), stigma reduction, and awareness on a wide range of family
planning methods available in Liberia.

This research was supported by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency - Grant No. 12103 through
the African Population and Health Research Center (APHRC).

The information in this fact sheet can be found in: Abortion incidence and severity of complications in Liberia: Key
findings from the 2021 Liberia National Abortion Study (Monrovia, Liberia: Ministry of Health, Liberia, African Population
and Health Research Center, Clinton Health Access Initiative Liberia, and Guttmacher Institute 2022).
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